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SUBJECT: PALESTINIAN REPRESENTATION IN AFGHANISTAN 

REF: STATE 091578 

1 . THE PLO HAS NO OFFICIAL REPRESENTATION IN KABUL. THERE ARE 
APPROXIMATELY 15 TO 17 PALESTINIAN STUDENTS AT KABUL UNIVERSITY, 

BUT WE UNDERSTAND THAT THEY CURRENTLY REFRAIN FROM POLITICAL 
ACTIVITY ON THE DIRECT ORDERS OF THE AFGHAN GOVERNMENT. PRIOR 

TO HIS REASSIGNMENT LAST YEAR, FORMER IRAQI AMBASSADOR AL-HADITHI 
HAD BEEN ACTIVE IN STIRRING UP POLITICAL ACTIVITY AMONG SOME OF 
THESE PALESTINIAN STUDENTS, BUT THE IRAQIS NO LONGER APPEAR 
TO BE ENGAGED IN SUCH AGITATION. WE HAVE NO INFORMATION REGARDING 
PALESTINIANS WHO MIGHT BE OPERATING HERE UNDER ANY DIPLOMATIC 
OR OTHER COVER. AND WE DOUBT THAT THE PALESTINIAN PRESENCE IN 
AFGHANISTAN EXTENDS BEYOND THE STUDENTS AT THE UNIVERSITY. 

2. ASIDE FROM A MARCH ON THE EGYPTIONEMBASSY HERE MORE THAN A 
YEAR AGO BY SOME OF THESE PALESTINIAN STUDENTS, AN EPISODE WHICH 
RESULTED IN THEIR RINGLEADERS' EXPULSION, THE ONLY OTHER RECENT 
EVENT WHICH CONCEIVABLY COULD HAVE REPRESENTED POLITICAL ACTIVITY 
ON THE PART OF LOCAL PALESTINIANS WAS THE ALLEGED JANUARY 1978 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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KIDNAPPING FROM PAKISTAN TO AFGHANISTAN OF A CLOSE CONFIDANT OF 
FORMER PRIME MINISTER BHUTTO. THIS PLOT WAS REPORTEDLY 
CARRIED OUT WITH SOME SORT OF SUPPORT FROM THE "PLO IN PAKISTAN." 

WE HAVE NO EVIDENCE, HOWEVER, CONNECTING THIS AFFAIR WITH PALESTIN- 
IANS IN AFGHANISTAN. 

3. THIS EMBASSY IS CURRENTLY UNDER A TERRORIST ALERT BECAUSE OF 
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A RECENT WARNING NOTE FROM AN ORGANIZATION CALLED THE "PEOPLE’S 
SACRIFICE GUERRILLAS'" WHICH COMPLAINED ABOUT AMERICA S PRO- 
ISRAELI, ANTI-PLASETINIAN POLICIES, AND THREATENED "ARMED 
ACTION AGAINST AMERICAN CITIZENS" IF THE THEN-USIS DID NOT 
TERMINATE ITS LOCAL OPERATIONS ON MARCH 30. THERE HAS BEEN NO 
FURTHER COMMUNICATION FROM THE ORGANIZATION - NOR ANY FOLLOW-UP 
ACTION. 

ELIOT 
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